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Humans are natural producers of fictions. Put a child in front of a starry sky and you will 

see that they will not be able to resist the need to invent a scenario allowing them to give 

a meaning to this striking spectacle. The problem is that these fictions are not necessarily 

connected to reality and, above all, that they end up, for believers, losing their status of 

conjecture to become unquestionable truths, likely to lead to dangerous behaviours for 

society as well as for themselves. In this lecture, I will show that, despite the heterogeneity 

of these beliefs, the psychic processes leading to their genesis are transversal. Their 

explosion during the Covid 19 crisis could be perfectly predictable given the factors 

involved in their genesis. 
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