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Caveat Emptor
• This presentation includes a review of selected articles and 

books by academics, policy researches, and members of the 
U.S. intelligence community.

• Unfortunately, the vast majority of the research in the U.S. 
focuses solely on radicalization and recruitment to such 
terrorist organizations as the Islamic State.

• In the academic literature and governmental reports, there are 
few, if any, direct connections made to any relationship to or 
similarity with cult phenomena – but occasionally there is 
some mention in the mass media.

• There is little recognition of other types of extremist 
radicalization, for example, of Far-Right or other hate groups 
or dangerous cults.



Some Basics

• There is general agreement on the following:



Possible Motivations

• Unfortunately, per Marc Sageman (one of the best known in this 
field): these individuals are far from being brainwashed – his 
evidence: some have families and/or went to college or graduate 
school.



One View of Radicalization: 
Data from Americans Who Went 
to Syria or Iraq (Hughes)



Recruitment of Children



Brainwashing Children



Radicalization via the Internet



Radicalization of U.S.-Foreign Fighters



Policy Notes for Trump Administration: Executive 
Summary (Wash. Inst. For Near East Policy)

Formerly  C/VE
Recommended P/CVE
But no…..
Now per Trump:
Countering Radical Islam



Policy Notes, continued
• Recommendation: Identify the extremist ideologies – from 

jihadism to white supremacism to leftist-inspired ethnocentric 
movements as a key driver of radicalization and mobilization to 
violence.



Policy Notes on Community Efforts



Conclusion

• WE HAVE MUCH WORK TO DO!
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